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GOV. KING.
s

Senator s, Representatives and ,

;V .., fellow-citizen- s:

In obedience to the will of the freemen
of1 Missouri, I have just given thfc Solemn
pledge prescribed by the Constitution, and

now enter upon the duties of the Guberna
tdrial office. At 'such a moment I should
be unjust to my owi feelings, were I not to
express, in a becoming manner, my grati
tude for the honorable distinction confer
red upon me by the voters of Missouri.
To be the recipient of public favor, aud to
be elevated by the suffrages of freemen to
so distinguished an office, is an honor at all
times most flattering in its character.

' In contemplating the venous duties, alike
arduous and responsible, cow devolved up-o- n

me, I must acknowledge a conscious
want of experience, and of that high order
of qualifications, requisite, not only for a

' satisfactory discharge of those duties; but
even for a right comprehension of them in
all their complicated and multiform details
I enter upon the duties of this important
trust) however, with a firm reliance on that
Bung, who, in all ages of the world, hatfi

inclined the hearts of men to virtuous ac
tions, and strengthened their hands to meet
the responsibilities of their various posi-

tions; looking to Him, to overrule all er-

rors and give efficiency to all honest efforts
for the public good. I shall confidently re-

ly, also, upon the General Assembly, forks
in the inception and consum-

mation of such measure as may be requir-
ed, to seenro the prosperity and happiness
of the people. It has become a custom for!
Executive officers, whvn entering upon the
discharge of their duties, to give an out
line' of, the principles by which they will be
governed, in their official conduct. In
deed, a strict regard for thu right of the
people to govern themselves, requires that
those principles should always be mad
i . ...Known in me canvas., so Hint tlie voters
may determine the policy of the State, and
decide by what system of laws, public af
fairs shall be administered. Happily, the
principles which I consider ought to be
faithfully observed, in the administration of
the Government, have been so plainly laid
down by our Republican fathers, that we
are required only to apply them faithfully
to existing circumstances.

The: Federal Government, the operations
of which affect largely the interests of this,
and. every other State in the confederacy,
will never, if confined within the limits
marked otjt by the Constitution, cause the
least injury to any of the varied pursuits,
or rights of the Ameiican people. It is a
government of strictly limited powers.
granted to it by the States, in their inde
pendent sovereign capacity. Its author!
ty therefore, is not original, but delegated,
and extends only so far as the constitution
prescribes.

i
The powers ceded to it are

expressly enumerated, and were bestowed
forthe accomplishment of those purposes
which could not be effectually secured by
the separate action of the States. Here
then is a government presented, and we ere
relieved from looking farther for the sour-c- es

of its power, than to the instrument
which it the basis of its existence. I ac-

knowledge, the supremacy of this govern-
ment, in all the powers given, or duties
enjoined by the constitution, but will not
assent to implied authority for any purpose,
however plausible. It was well understood
fa the Convention which framed the Fed-
eral Constitution, and by the States which
originally 'ratified it, that the exercise of
any authority, other, than that mentioned,
wouia Db a violation of the letter and anir.
it of the compact, and an unjust encroach- -

opon me reserved rights of the van.
OM member, the Confederacy. Itmav
not be improper in consideration of recent;
evenu, to state that one of. the parties into
wnicn ua people have been divided for fif--J

claims forthe Federal Govern- -
ttent, constrtctiyfj ptwert almost without
fit; fcM iweepi6 within tfV general or!

vicjb mo lcgTCU ngQlS OI tu6
Statei and of the people, aad' Virtually

a.
; -
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breaking down the barriers to usurpation
which our fathers industriously reared for
the protection of themselves and posterity.
? he consolidation of power is tyranny un-

checked. To prevent such an evil, the
functions of government in this confedera-
cy, are variously distributed, not only into
three great departments, each confined
within its appropriate sphere, but also

the various governments, Municipal,
State and National, the limits of which are
clearly defined. The' progress of reform,'
as manifested by popular discussion, and in
the new Constitutions recently adopted by
some of our sister States, has boon towards
the creation of new checks or restraints
upon legislative authority, thus reserving
to the people themselves the direct exer-
cise of a larger class of powers. This is
a fuller development of the wise maxim:

'That people is governed best, which is
governed least." Yet a strange anomaly
has just been presented, in the success of
a great party which announced that Con
gressional legislation should be virtually
unchecked. But the other patty, in whose
favor a majority of the voters of Missouri
have pronounced, have governed the na-

tion during a greater portion of its inde
pendent existence. It holds to a strict
construction of the Constitution, insists
upon the due observance, by each of the
departments, of all the obligations resting: imposes.
upon it, and demands that no authority
snail be exercised by any cf the govern- -

incuts, of scene pleasure.
departments of government which does
uot clearly belong to it, giving such con
struction to the Federal Constitution, that
its powers (shall be limited to objects na-

tional in their character, and the success
of which should redound to the general
welfare all. Hence it has frequently!
rejected a system of measures looking to
the creation of paper currency, to the fa-

voring of a few industrial pursuits at the
expense d to the conferring

or.tial endowed

spirit letter feel most

itist
oascu, and eveiy
it opposes every measure doubtful,

or unconstitutional character.

reference recently acquired
territory, purchased alike by common
treasure and blood us all, I feel but lit-

tle solicitude whether
territory ultimately subject it to those

peculiar South. Yet I do
feel deep solicitude for proper main
tenance deny to Gen
eral Government any power to debar
from an equal participation that territo

or to impose terms on us
to property, which would bear alike

every member Union- - At
time admission Missouri as
State, into Uniou, terms were
to be imposed on us, reference this
subject, which compromise
brought about by conciliation and conces
sion and which yet ready to
though its adoption, South,

same spirit which brought about
compromise that tlie
our magnanimously
surrendered portion her constitutional
rights

enlightened
administration our State affairs, requires
that equal and exact justice should ob
served towards, all, whatever their politi

sentiments; the faith the State
should kept untarnished and its credit
inviolate; that a rigid of economy
should be practiced, and officers
held a frequent and strict accountabili
ty; when evils exist should be reme
dy general, rather than special laws;
that the laws should so framed and faith
fully administered as secure to each and
all the belonging and
vance the general prosperity; and accord
ing the . true of our government,
population shonld, as near as can, be equal-
ly so that those re-

quired obey laws should have
participation in tbeiradop

' " ' -' " ' ; ,...;...'. . f.il., ,., u!.'.

"United We Stand Wa Fall."
. - ...

'

4

tion. These primary truths which will
command unqualified assenV -

There few subjects, however,
importance which special notice.

government based on popular will,
general education is among objects

and legislative action; The
which maybe givn:to af-

fairs, depends upon intelligence, not
the few alone who fill important but
also the masses who are the" source
political power. Hence becomes one

fiist duties of Stat, t provide as
far as its immediate resoofclmd the con-

dition people will permit, for the ed-

ucation every child within its limits.
Such is best mode perpetuating
rights and privileges bequeathed to -
The force sentiment is the lever
by which free governments moved, and
that those governments
healthful direction, it is necessary that nub- -
lie sentiment should and en
lightened. Let us therefore, Senators and
Representatives, upon whom common
constituents have devolved inipjrtant trusts,
giieau psssibie countenance ind efficacy
to spirit leads moral and
teJIectual culture, so that ultimately every

house and log cabin mav be stored
with useful books, and each inmate become
qualified for all duties which societv...

lnieuigence would then beam
irom every eye, contentment smile eve-
ry countenance, and each firesiie become

State or National, nor by any the j the of purest Although

of

a

of

adoption

them

which

present means may enajle en-
joy these blessings once; let des
pair finally reaching very maximum

our wishes. emphatically cause
people. Each year may advance

little slowly but surely should ex-

tend schools into every township and
elevate them intellectual standard
worthy free and exalted people.

uur University should be the pride
oiaie,reareu oueof our cen

unequal privileges upon some class comities, and muuificer.tly by
section confederacy. adheres tojits intelligent and hospitable inhabitants.
the and the Ftderal coin- -, shall ever the lively interest in
pact, the compromises upon which ij success. And while entertain

uie equality states, annisuiicituue lor that other literary
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institution in the State, I must urge espe
cially the importance of encouraging Com-
mon Schools, which are the great niaga-rin- es

and storu houses whence education
is diffused among the masses. It may be
proper to establish ere long, a National
School or Department in connection with
the University, in which' competent instruc
tors may be prepared for the Common
Schools uf Missouri. Let western Uni
versities educate teachers for the west.
In all that appertains to this important sub
ject, as the chief, Executive of the State,
1 here stand pledged to the people, that in
Uie inception and consummation of such
measures as may be necessary for tlie suc-
cess of the educational cause, I shall at all
times give my hearty

I he rapid progress of Missouri in popu-
lation Aid wealth, has demonstrated the
propriety of reforming the organic law of
the State, and husbanding its resources for
the fuller development of its vast mineral
and agricultural products. , Within one
generation, it may be said, Missouri has
outgrown her constitution. The mode ori
gin ally adopted to secure to tho people con
trol of the government, has ceased iu its
practical operation to give due effect in
legislation to the popular will.

Perhaps no State in the American confed-
eracy can boast mightier natural resources.
Although we have a soil unsurpassed iu fer
tility, and adapted to the growth of nearly
an tne great staples ot tlie country min-
eral deposits of inestimable value, moun-
tains of iron, vast beds of copper, lead, co-

balt and coal and navigable Streams
stretching in nearly every direction, yet on-

ly a small portion of that soil has been cul-
tivated and few of those mines worked, or
indeed their, extent and existence become

Jenerally known. A geologiisaV. survey is
by a due regard for the present

and future prosperity. . As 'pe: Federal
Government ia still the proprietor of large
tracts of land, the sale of ,which would be
promoted by such Murveyit can justly be
appealed to for aid in the euterprize. Such

survey, togetner witu. liberal charters for

0.38,
- ; it. .

mining companies, guarding in them the just
ngnis 01 me people, ai ine same time giv-
ing assurance that the investigation of caoi- -
tal should have a fair opportunity of. reap- -t
ing 11 appropriate reward, cannot fail to
open up to us brighter prospects fur tlie fu-

ture. We have received from tlie General
Government, wLat is known to be the Three
per cent, fund, also a donation of 600,000
acres of land, all of which was appropriat-
ed and designed to constitute an Internal
Improvement fund, md while it is not mv
purpose to tall in question the wisdom of
tnat policy which has heretofore dictated
the disposition of those funds, vet 1 feel
that we may well construe our constitution-
al duties to require of us "to provide by
taw ror a systematic and economical ap-
plication of the funds appropriated to those
objects." At the entrance of Missouri into
the Union, it was agreed by the Federal'
government that "hveper cent, of the net
proceeds of the sale of lands lying within
the said territory or State, and which shall
be sold by Congress, from and after the
first day of January, 1821, after deduct-
ing all the expenses incident to the same,
shall be reserved for . making public roads
and canals, of which three-fift- hs shall be
applied to those objects within the State,. . ..1 - I. J r r .1 t tuuuer me uireuuuu ui me ijegisiaiure mere'
of, and the other two-fift- hs in defravin?. nn.
der the direction of Congress, the expen
ses to be incurred in the making of a road
or roaas, canal or canals, leading to the said
State." Since that time the introduction
of steam power, and the increased facili-
ties for travel and transportation afforded
by steamboats and railroads "have, in the
opinion of Congress, as shown by its repeat- -
ed refusal of late years to make aDDroDria- -

tions for objects to which this fund might be
applied, superseded the necessity of con
tinuing such appropriations. The State of
Missouri, mereiore, oas an equitable claim,
upon tne Uenerai bovernment for the ap-
propriation of this Two per cent. fund, a--
mouuting at this time to about $220,000.
We are assured by the liberality of Congress
towards several of our sister States in ref-
erence to this same subject, that we. have
only to designate objects worthy of appro
priations, m oruer 10 ooiain all we desire.
We need hardly expect appropriations, how
ever, if the objects designated are so numer-
ous, that a division of the fund will be of no
essential benefit to either.

The Osage river can be easily rendered
navigable for a considerable portion of the
year. It diains an immense extent of coun-
try, and is the natural outlet for its teem
ing products. That we should give aid to
so important a measure when we have the
power to do so, without hurtheuing the peo-
ple with additional taxes, it needs nq argu
ment from me to enforce. The enterprise
mg spiru snown oy tne people in tlie re-
gion of the Grand river country, and along
the line of the Hannibal and St. Joseph
railroad, by the liberal subscriptions fori
stock alreauy made, and the prospect of a
grant of land by Congress along the route,
makes it probable that at no distant day,
with suchedditional aid as can be afforded
consistent with the rights of other portions

k. C - .! .....I : : ii- -

i .us ui.ic) ouu Minium imposing aaui-tion- al

taxes on the people, we may witness
me accomplishment ot this most desirable
object.
. The extreme south eastern counties are
seriously affected by vast swamps which,
according to the recent report of commis
sioners appointed for the purpose, can be
drained at a small cost, and the source of
disease removed, so as to render it a most
desirable portion nf the country. Those
lands, if reclaimed, belong to tfce General
(jrovernment; justice requires, therefore,
that the expense should be incurred by it,
or at least that such an arrangement should
be made that the expenses be paid out ofj
tne proceeds ot lands reclaimed.

There are other objects to which I might
refer, but I deem it unnecessary on this oc
casion. I havo only referred to those whicli
by the action had upon them, have placed
them in advance of others. ' '

In commencing internal improvement at
this time, should it be deemed wise to do
so, Missouri-wil- l have the light furnished
by the sad experience of many sister States
to enable her to escape the evils into which!
they tell. Sound policy dictates the rejec-
tion of any scheme to burthen-the- . State
witlfta heavy debt, or impair its crdiU It
is presumed the people are not prepared
for that increase of taxes which would be
required to meet even the interest upon
such a debt as the immediate construction
by the State of any considerable number of
the projected improvements would neces- -
strily eutaiL iJeiore. embarking upon.-an- y

enterprise, we should examine well, not on-
ly the wants of the people, but tlie means
of supplyiug those wants. Much can be
done perhaps all that is required at pres

Blent he faithful! naad far sued works..- ,- W

General ebwrjsitTrrlrfsSd
in Michigan! Iowa, IllinoJi andotk 9tatart

justifieatha-jeaeciatjanxUhatlikegra- .
win do made

'
loaimar, purposea 1, Ajlfg

ouri. .
- Jr ,.

Senators and'RecfeunUtives wfih' aV V
intense solicitude for m faithful discaatlrtf A
of H eat-Tera't- 4h K '
task assigned me, asking yonreorOpeiSiic9 7i ' "4

rtd support, wfclcn I.jhsiloitenBeed.tn(L
reiuig uie aia 01 JtiiM.wno mej pan--
i.TT ' ! J- - JUU!.
tain oi justice, tnat he mav continue to.
smile npon u and direct our steps id eWry
effort lor the pnWicgobd7J !

After the Inaugural AdeM of GovKfcg
was delivered, the Senate Ve1&ffom !e
Hall of the House to th$efrWe Uhaiiblr,
when Messrs; ttudspetb, Gatewoed ini
Hancocke CiftteaptiJ fer'that
purpose, conducted Lieutenant Governor
T. L. Price'-t- tat President's ChaJr, wo,
before taking his seat, addressed the .&tri
ate in substance as follows,: iriH;Y,;y .

Gentlemen of the iSenoti-Havi- ng beetf
chosen by the suffrages af jdt fallowocili-

lxens, 1 preside OTer; tbe.deljeraf
wi uonoraoie , doqj, i cmorace,inj --us
earliest opportunity sine '

ray" election', "to
return to them, through you, their' repfe
sentatives, my hearty and sincere thanks
for the honor thus conferred opon m'In approaching this station, I do it with
much diffidence, this being tho first time-tha-t

I have ever been chosen si mesaber of
a Legislative body. Sueh being mf litaa-tio-n,

candor requires me to say thatIfeer
my want of qualification, and mf irant f
experience in parliamentary 'proceedings?
to discharge the important and arduous du--? r

ties incumbent on me as yeur presiding of--i
fixer. ' ? ; uv . Uiu

I am well aware that I must encounter
many difficulties in deciding upon subject
of a complicated and intricate character
which will be suddenly brought before!me
in the course of legislation. And I 'feel'
confident without this aid and 'support of
the Senate, the duties of. the Chair, cannot'
be performed with that facility and prompt- -!

ness," which the importance of the station!'
demands. But should I decide idrpronerlv

have the consolation to know that it irilP
be in exercise of my best ju'dgmenti " And;
you may rest assured, gentlemen, that the1

: ; i . L i- .vanuu uuucs racumoeni on me as yout pre
siding officer, shall according to ny feble
abilities, be honestly; faithfully and imparl
tially discharged. - n '

i Relying, however, upon your aid and co-
operation in the1 performance of those ' do- -
ties, I indulge the hopfe that the bntiness of
the session will be conducted in a manner'
creditable to ourselves, and to the best in-- 4
terests of oar young and growisg State.

' The successful growth and prosperity'of
our State greatly depends upon the action
of her Representatives. She possesses .

great natural resources, such are not t
be surpassed by any State in the Union; and-i- n

the coarse of the-'prese-nt session-w&fe- h

is one of mor than efrflititfry in.terrttjifin,
port ant measures will doubtlese be urged'
upon our consideration, and eJthoBgrh differ
ences of opinion may exist 'among- - its en
soma points of general interest yat I doubt
not that all will concur i the abxiroi wish
to direct and appropriate the means ofr.ther
State in a. manner calculated to elevate her
character, develop her resources, and pro-r- .
mote the interest, comfort and prosperity
of her. citizens-:- . '. . ; ,

The credit of Missouri is equal to that
of any other State in the Union, the result
of which can only be attriboted.to the; uni-
form political course of her. Legislation

Gentlemen, in the discharge of my duties.
the utmost I can promise is a diligent ap-
plication, a.rigid enforcement of the rules:
of the Senate, and the preservation of.good
order; and for errors unintentionally com- -I

roitted, I respectfully ask lor that indulgence
and forbearance which the Senate baa ever.
extended towards its presiding officers . '

Pina I Settlement . :
NOTICE is hereby ftiverito aTTperiohS

that at the best 'Februarv term
of the county court of Pike county, I shall cp;
ply for a final settlement of the estate ef Job'
11. Sturgeon, deceased. i .. iu?z

WILLIAM K. STURGEON, AdmY.' -

November 20th, 1848.' . :. v. . ; 1U

Final Seitleihefnti;:::i
VTOTICE is hereby riven to all persons;. tat

terested, that at the next February, term,
of the county court of Pike county, I shall ap--
ply for a final settlement of the estate of Mar
garet Sturgeon, deceased. . " '

WILLIAM K. STURGEON, AdrnV.
November 20th, 1848. v.t..; . t'-.- o

Final Settlement. , l

NOTICE is hereby given to all persons
that at the next February tern?

ofhe county cou.t of Pike county, I hall ffpiy ww m unai ppt jteni ot ue estate arietta.W Shaw, io.;csed."- -

mai jaii HArr;Adm'x."
November 204844 v . in .;

Final tt!meiit; ;;
,

Nonce is hereby triven to all Dpnnnf
concerned or interested in this estate of"

John SissondecMihat .xhV. anderjlgired
will annnlvat tk, aa-r- t FAKii.ro , .t

ent, if the resources of the State which are tlie county court of. Pike county,, to make
properly , applicable to internal improve- - a final settlement off aid estetet'a C A

.
1 T. T. JOHNSON, Adm'r.

J. v !
. ' A
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